vili                     AFFAIRS IN SCINDE

service, to hand over to us the legs of his thro:
keys of his kingdom, and a good deal of the contents
his treasury. Between our frontier and that of Afghan-
istan lay the Punjaub and Scinde, through which States
we were to invade the territory of Dost Mahomed by
the passes of the Khyber and the Bolan. "With the ruler
of the Punjaub, Eunjeet Singh, we were upon terms of
closest offensive and defensive amity. He was, in fact,
our ally in the invasion. With the rulers of Scinde, on
the other hand, our relations were strained. Eunjeet
was rich, had a large army, and was a single despotic
ruler. The Ameers of Scinde were rich too, but they
had no regular army. They were fighting among them-
selves, filled with mutual jealousies, weak rulers of a
separated State. The line of policy pursued towards
these States by the Calcutta Government was a very
obvious if a very flagrant one. Eunjeet Singh, the Lion of
Lahore, was to be bribed into acquiescence in our Afghan
policy, by slices of territory taken from Afghanistan and
Scinde, by large promises of plunder to be given him by
Shah Soojah, our puppet king, and by subsidies from
our own treasury. But with the Ameers of Scinde the
process was to be altogether one of force. Pressed by an
army on the middle Indus, by the Sikhs from the Pun-
jaub, and by a flotilla on the coast, they were to be
squeezed into compliance with our demands, which in-
cluded cession of territory, fortresses, and seaports, pay-
ment of treasure to Shah Soojah, annual subsidies to
ourselves, and rights of passage for troops and supplies.
All these matters having been arranged to the complete
dissatisfaction of the weak but indignant Ameers, our
armies pressed on into the Khyber on one hand and the